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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ROME 2611 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MORG 

SUBJECT: CONSCRIPTION LAW SENTTO PARLIAMENT 

REFS: ROME 16591; USNATO 6493 

AS RESULT OF CABINET MEETING ON 20 FEBRUARY, THE BILL DESCRIBED 

IN REFTELS TO CHANGE MILITARY CONSCRIPTION SYSTEM HAS NOW BEEN 

SENT TO PARLIAMENT. PACKAGE IS SIMILAR TO BRIEFINGS GIVEN BY 

GOI AT BRUSSELS. ARMY AND AIRFORCE DRAFEE SERVICE WILL BE 

GRADUALLY REDUCED FROM 15 TO 12 MONTHS; WITH NAVY TO BE REDUCED FROM 

24 TO 18 MONTHS. BEGINNING IN THE YEAR FOLLOWING ENTRY INTO 

FORCE OF THIS BILL, CONSCRIPTS WILL BE CALLED BEGIN AGE OF 

19 INSTEAD OF 20. AT THE SAME TIME, AS AN INCENTIVE TO 

VOLUNTEERS, A LARGER RETIREMENT OR SEVERENCE BONUS IS 

INCLUDED AND PUBLIC ENTITIES WILL BE ASKED TO GIVE CREDIT 

FOR TIME SERVED IN MILITARY AND FOR SKILLS DEVELOPED. 
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